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IMPORTANT QUESTION. 

What, edvantages do Public Institutions 
present to the Young Minister, superior 
to private instruction ? 

Srupenrs, who are qualify- 
ing for the sacred ministry, and 
are desirous of gaining a_ tho- 
rough knowledge of those sci- 
ences, which are useful to a right 
understanding of the word of 
God, and important to the effec- 
tual discharge of their official du- 
ties in the ministry, should be 
anxious to place themselves in a 
situation where they may enjoy 
the greatest facilities for the at- 
tainment of the desired object. — 

It often happens, that young 
men, when called to devote a few 
years to the culture of their minds, 
and to a qualification for the ar- 
duous work devolving upen 
Voi. 1V.—New Series. 








them, are long in a state of pain- 
ful suspense respecting the course 
they should adopt. 

What course, then, shall the in- 
quirer pursue? He fears to de- 
cide, lest his decision should 
hereafter cause regret. One ad- 
vises him to quit all desires for 
education, and go as he is, to 
preach Christ’s gospel. But he 
feels the duty imperious and indis- 
frensable to tarry a while until 
better prepared to approve him- 
self to God and man, as “ a work- 
man that needeth not to be 
ashamed,”” Upon this point he 
is settled. What then causes the 
distressing anxiety ? He is doubt- 
ful whether to pursue his studies 
ata public. seminary, or-with a 
private tutor. The friends and 
patrons of the former, with readi- 
ness give their counsel, while 
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those of the latter give far differ- 
ent. He sees certain advantages 
in each; but remains undecided. 

Dear brother, if still in sus- 
pense, listen to the suggestions of 
one who has known by expe- 
rience the advantages and disad- 
vantages of each course. 

They shall be developed in the 
history of a young man, who gra- 
duated, not long since, at cne of 
our American colleges, and who 
is well known to the author asa 
devout and faithfal preacher, 

Soon after he commenced stu- 
dy, preparatory to the work of the 
ministry, he was in a similar 
state of indecision and painful 
suspense. Phe influence of friends, 
however, determined him in fa- 
vour of private tutclage ; and ac- 
cordingly he placed himself un- 
der the instruction of the Rev. 
Mr. L , a learned, amiable, 
and exemplary man. He made 
rapid progress in his studies, and 
was considered an extraordinary 
scholar. He prayed with ferven- 
cy, and was accounted unusually 
fiieus. He spoke with fluency, 
and was renowned for his e/o- 
guence. A host of admirers 
crowded around him, and filled his 
cars with adulation and flattery. 
At first, he was attentive to his 





studies, and appeared intent on | 


the improvement of his mind. 
But his attention began to be di- 
verted. The good people of the 
parish, young and old, often call- 
ed to visit their parson, and the 
young student must be called 
from his books to make one of 
each party. 


The solicitations | 








were too tempting to resist; and, 
coming from his teacher, he deem- 


‘ed a compliance innocent, if not 


beneficial. Thus every evening 
in the week was passed in receiv- 
ing company or returning visits. 
He became attached to the socie- 


) ty of the young, and was frequent 


in their company. As to his les- 
sons, whether Jong or short, was 
optionary with him. When he 
was ready for recitation he an- 
nounced it, (if he pleased,) to his 
teacher, and was heard. Two 
days each week, his tutor was ne- 
cessarily absent, visiting the sick, 
preaching lectures, and funeral 
sermons, or attending to other 
parochial duties. Consequently, 
his pupil must “ take care of him- 
self.’ At such times he would 
walk out to sce his friends, or in- 
dulge in light miscellaneous read- 
ing; both tending to dissipate 
the mind and unfit it for close ap- 
plication. He urged, as an apo- 
logy for going frequently abroad,,. 
that “it was necessary for a mi- 
nister to study men and man- 
ners.” This course he pursued 


nearly two years; at the end of 


which, some of his'friends, alarm- 
ed for his welfare by his little ap- 


} parent improvement, and the he- 


bits of negligence and listlessness 
he had contracted, were induced 
to change their opinion with re- 
gard to the best course for him td 
pursue, and made the following 
generous offer; that, “ if he would 
enter college, and take a thorough 
course, they would defray the 
whole expense.” As his pecunia- 
ry funds were low, he accepted 
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the proposition; and after a few | 
months of close attention to the 
Greek, he entered College. 
In 1819, he took his degree with 
high henour, Soon after, he pre- | 
sented to a young friend the fol- 
lowing reasons, in answer to the 
inquiry at the head of this article. 

“1. In a College or University, 
the student enjoys the instruction 
of several teachers. One man 
cannot be expected to be thorough 
in all branches. But tirce or four | 
different men may be well qualifi- 
ed to teach three or four separate j 
branches. 

“2. He willbe placed ina class 
where the emulation, naturally 
excited, will induce to extraordi- 
nary effort. He will not be con- 
tent with skimming the surface, 
while others are plunging deep 
for the hidden treasures of know- 
ledge, and, by laborious exertion, 
bringing them to light. 

“ 3, He will not be so liable to 
contract habits of idleness and 
negligence in his studies, as with 
a private teacher. His recita- 
tions will be regular and constant. 
He will be reguired to be diligent 
and attentive. 

& 4. He will learn more of hu- 
man nature. Such knowledge is | 
very important for the minister 
of the gospe}. Without this, his 
labours will, in the main, be very 
ill directed. | 

In College, he meets with a 
mingled company of different 
tastes and different propensities. 
He will in the course of four years 
have good opportunity to see the 











operation of all the passions, and 





learn the various influences of ha- 
bit, of seclusion, or of associa- 
tion. 

“5. He will learn not to esteem 
his own talents and exhibitions 
too highly. <A student, educated 
alone, and never brought to act 
in competition, naturally comes 
to think himself superior to ali 
others. Many are always ready 
to fan the kindling flame of pride 
and self-esteem, by compliments 
and flattery. But in College he 
meets no flatterers. On the 
contrary, he meets with discomfi- 
tures. If he manifest a confi- 
dence of his own superiority and 
ability to stand foremost in the 
ranks of science, he will be sure 
to meet with disappointment and 
mortification, He will often find 
competitors who are more able 
to cope with him than he antict- 
pated. He bewails his disappoint- 
ment, and perhaps becomes dis- 
contented ; but none pity him, or 
sympathize with him. Such 
crosses are most fitly calculated 
to humble that pride and self- 
complacency, which are not un- 
frequently found in the young 
student. 

“ He will thus learn to measure 
his powers, and not to soar be- 
yond the extent of his abilities. 
He will find it vain for him to 
aspire to honour, which he does 
not deserve ; and, after a few de- 
feats, will be content with his just 
due. When he reforms, and is will- 
ing to act in his proper sphere, 
his companions will forget his 
former folly, and admit him as an 
equal. 


—. Se 


Sor 


ee ee eee 





ye ae 


Se ee cee 
——— 


eS es ee 
— -— - ~~__.__ 









































—a 
















































132 


—_— 





THE LATTER 





DAY LUMINARY. 





_ 








a 





“ These benefits I have found 
by my own experience ; and there- 
fore recommend to you, if a tho- 
rough acquaintance with the sci- 
ences, with human nature, and 
with yourself, be your desire, to 
enter some College, of good stand- 
ing and principles, and pursue a 
regular course.” 

To these may be added others 
of equal weight. In most of our 
public institutions, societies are 
formed for the discussion of sub- 
jects, and for mutual improve- 
ment in literature and ycience. 
In these the student can exercise 
his oratorical powers, and render 
extemporaneous speaking easy 
and familiar. Free discussion 
extends our ideas, and gives free- 




























before him, and render him an 
ornament to his profession, and 
an able advocate of the cause he 
has espoused. 

Can one hesitate, then, for a mo- 
ment, which method of instruc- 
tion is most profitable? 

“ Prove all things; hold faes 
that which is good.” B. W. 


Stee“ decamaal 
REVIEW 


Of the Palestine Mission, with some re- 
cent historical facts relative to the Holy 


Land, and other parts of Western 


Asia. 

N°. I. 

Many circumstances conspire 
to render a mission to the Holy 
Land important and interesting. 

In Western Asia were made 





dom to our thoughts. 


“ Our thoughts shut up, want air, and spoil, 

Like bales unopened to the sun. 

Had thought been all, sweet speech bad been 

denied : 

Speech ventilates our intellectual fires.” 

The student will also become 
accustomed to a system of se/f- 
denial. This is highly requisite 
to a true and faithful minister of 
Jesus Christ. Many of the en- 
dearments and pleasures of social 
life are to be forsaken, that he 
may pursue, with undeviating as- 
siduity, the path that leads to ex- 
cellence and usefulness. 

The course of studies also will 
enable him to acquire habits of 
close thought and’ intense appli- 
cation. ‘tb atl 

Finaliv, he will come forth 





the successive revelations of Hea- 
ven, with all their attestations, 
their light and their blessings— 
the incarnation, labours, and ago- 
nies of the Son of God for the re- 
covery of a lost world—here the 
Holy Spirit first descended in the 
exhibition of that irresistible and 
gracious influence, which is to 
bow the world to the sceptre of. 


of his blood. These regions have 
since been the scenes of direful 
changes. The monuments of their 
pristine glory, have long lain 
buried in dreadful ruins. The 
classic traveller often bewails 
over the mouldering ruins of 
Greece; and almost every breeze 





with a stock of knowledge, . ac- 
companied by sanciions of high 
authority ; that, with the aid of 


Divine influence, will open 2 way |] 





quary, who laments the dilapida- 
tions of time, and the more de- 
structive influence. of ‘Alaric and 


Immanuel, and fill the mansions - 
of immortality with the purchase’ 


bears off the sigh of some anti- 
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his savage Goth. But in Pales- 
tine, the pilgrim finds more to re- 
gret, and more to excite his in- 
dignation against the unhallowed 
race that desolated the plains of 
Judah, and laid low the temples 
of the Most High. It is said, 
“ The land of Homer lives only 
in song.” But where is the land 
of Israel? She, too, has been ce- 
lebrated by Hebrew poets, in 


‘a style that Homer or Virgil 


could never equal. There the 
harp of prophecy unfolded the 
merciful designs of heaven: to- 
ward a ruined world—and there 
the trumpet of vengeance pealed 
its prophetic blasts, portending 
those vials of wrath which have 
since been poured on the mur- 
derers of the Prince of Life. 
There the gospel was first preach- 
ed, and from thence were sent to 
Europe and Africa the first mis- 
sionaries of the Cross. But the 
same land is now become a field 
for missionary labours. The pe- 
culiar people that once possessed 
it, are now scattered among the 
tribes of the earth. The barba- 
rous Saracen has succeeded. The 
crescent and the scimitar have 
triumphed: Babylon is aden of 
dragons, and Palmyra‘is but the 
sad indicative of what she once 
was. Jerusalem is “ trodden down 
of the gentiles.’”?” Where David 
sang the praises of his Lord, now 
is heard the yell of the Arab. 
Where the “ Star of Bethlehem”’ 
shone, now is seen the watch-fire 
of the plundering Bedouin. Where 
shepherds worshipped the “Youne 
Carnp,” superstitious monks now 








recite the legendary tales of their 
sainted heroes. Tabor, Carmel, 
and other mountains, that once 
witnessed the fervent supplica- 
tions of the Son of God, now are 
haunted by the fiercest banditti. 

Such is the state of modern. 
Palestine. Barbarism, extortion, 
and cruelty, every where pre- 
vail. at Oe 


“On Jordan’s banks the Arab’s camels stray ; 

On Sion’s hill the false-one’s votaries pray ; 

The Baal-adoyer bows on Sinai’s steep.” 

“ But the word of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever ;” and that word 
gives promise of other changes 
there—changes to be fo.lowed by 
a radiance of glory, which shall 
enlighten all lands. 

In Palestine, Syria, the pro- 
vinces of Asia Minor, Armenia, 
Georgia, and Persia, though 
Mahomedan countries, are many 
thousand Jews, and many nomi- 
nal Christians. But the whole 
mingled population is in a deplo- 
rable state of ignorance and de- 
gradation—destitute of the means 
of Divine knowledge, and bewil- 
dered with “ vain imaginations” 
and “strong delusions.” No 
doubt, those who bear the Chris- 
tian name, would willingly and 
gladly receive the Bible, and do 
something towards imparting the. 
heavenly treasure to the Jews, 
Pagans, and Mahomedans around 
them, Were they to be aroused 
from their slumbers, and become 
active in doing good, they would 
have great influence in dispelling. 
the shades that now envelope 
those darkened regions. 

Tothe Jews we are indebted, 
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under Providence, for the oracles 
of God, and most of the other 
blessings that distinguish us from 
the heathen nations. Long have 
they been an awful and instruc- 
tive monument of the sovereignty 
of God, under the tremendous 
curse, so terribly imprecated, 
when the blood of the Lord of 
life and glory was demanded. 
But their dereliction is not to be 
perpetual. “ They are beloved 
Sor the fathers’ sakes.” 

By these, and other kindred 
considerations, the “ American 
Board of Commissioners for Fo- 
reign Missions,” was induced to 
send a mission to Palestine. 

The Rev. Levt Parsons, and 
the Rev. Piiny Fisx, were desig- 
nated in 1819 to this mission. 
They were first to go to Smyrna, 
and there to acquire the requisite 
jlanguages—then to proceed to 
Jerusalem, and there fix their 
station, “ if found practicable and 
eligible; if not, at such other 
place, within or without the li- 
mits of Judea, as Providence 
should indicate.” 

Accordingly, on November 5, 
1819, they forsook the land of 
their fathers, to preach in other 
regions “ the unsearchable riches 
of Christ.” They sailed from 
Boston; and after a favourable 
passage, entered the harbour of 
Malta, on the 23d of December 
following. 

There they met with those 
eminently useful missionaries, 
Mr. Jowett and Dr. Naudi, and 
enjoyed with them much friendly 
intercourse. 


On the 9th of January, 1820, 
they sailed for Smyrna ; and insix 
days entered its harbour. They 
were received with much cordi- 
ality, by several gentlemen resi- 
dent in that city. 


—- 


|| Smyrna isa place of no small 


importance, in the Ottoman em- 
pire. It is situated in Asia Mi- 
nor, at the bottom of the Hermean 
gulf, about seventy miles west of 
Scio, (the Chios of Scripture,) in 
lat. 38° 30’ N. and lon. 44° 40’ E. 
It was first built by the direction 
of Alexander the Great, and soon 
became, by the excellence of its 
situation, the enterprise of its in- 
habitants, and other peculiar ad- 
vantages, the centre of the arts 
and commerce of Asia Minor. 
M. de Choiseul, Tournefort, 
Chandler, and Peysonnel, have 
fully described the place, and 
given the history from its origin. 
The ancient dialect was the Ionic. 
“ This language,” says Choiseul, 
“was so smooth as to impart new 
charms to that eloquence which 
appeared to be an attribute of the 
Greeks. Strangers resorted hi- 
ther to enrich this city with the 
productions of their countries, to 
admire its wonders, to sing with 
its poets, and to derive instruc- 
tion from its philosophers.” This 
part of Ionia-claimed the honour 
of being the birth place of Ho- 
mer. 

After the Christian era, it fell, 
with other eastern cities, under 
the yoke of barbarism. It was 
alternately in the power of the 
‘Turks and Greeks— plunder: 








i ed and destroyed; so that at 
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the commencement of the thir- 
teenth century, nothing existed of 
it but ruins. The knights of 
Rhodes afterwards built there a 
fortress, which was soon reduced 
by Tamerlane. When, however, 
the Turks became complete mas- 
ters of the empire, Smyrna rose, 
and became once more the mart 
of the adjacent countries. Very 
few vestiges of its former gran- 


.deaur now remain. 


Chateaubriand says, that the 
modern city has suffered severely 
from earthquakes, conflagration; 
and pestilence. It is still a place 
ef considerable commerce; but 
the ignorance and bigotry of the 
native inhabitants are notorious. 

Mr. Jowett and Dr. Pinkerton, 
those zealous, indefatigable agents 
and pieneers of missionary opera- 
tions on the shores of the Medi- 
terranean, have given us repeat- 
ed accounts of the moral condi- 
tion of the people in Ionia. In 
Smyrna, the Jews and Armenians 
are the principal brokers to the 
European merchants. 

The former adhere, with un- 
yielding tenacity, to their favour- 
ite rites and traditions. Here 
are some Christians, who are ve- 
ry destitute of the scriptures and 
other evangelical books. 

The languages spoken here are 
various—the Hebrew, Modern 
Greek, Arabic, and Turkish, are 
the most important. 

Here Messrs. P. and F. found 
encouraging facilities for the es- 
tablishment of a mission, for the 
acquiring of the dialects of the Le- 
vant, and the distribution of Tes- 














taments and tracts. They found 
the most satisfactory evidence, 
that these regions presented ma- 
ny extensive fields for missionary 
labour. They were not idle; but 
pursued with assiduity the acqui- 
sition of the Modern Greek, and 
other languages, necessary to 
render their exertions in any way 
efficient. They distributed. the 
scriptures to various classes of 
persons, and conversed with in- 
dividuals upon the concerns of 
their souls. They remembered 
that here was planted one of the 
seven churches of Asia, which 
the beloved John was command- 
ed to address, Revelations ii. 
8—11. It was this church, the 
Lord so highly commended and 
encouraged. “Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” 

Smyrna is now the most popu- 
lous, and approaches nearest in 
its manners and institutions, to 
Christianity, of all the seven 
places. In the city are nine syna- 
gogues, and about twelve theu- 
sand Jews. 

In the spring of 1820, these 
gentlemen having learned that 
Scio would furnish them with 
greater facilities for pursuing 
their studies, resolved to.spend a 
few months on that island, and 
avail themselves of the instruc- 
tion of Prefessor Bambas, the 
principal of a Greck College. 

On the ist of May they sailed 
from Smyrna for Scio, and were 
well received; the Professor 
granting them all necessary aid 
to pursue their desired object. 
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KULNS OF BABEL. 


Sir Robert K. Porter’s Travels 
in Persia, ancient Babytonic, &c. 
secently published, contain some 
very interesting facts relative tu 
the site and present condition of 
many places of great note in an- 
cient history, both sacred arid 
profane. His descriptions are 
full and clear, and exhibit that 
feeling, with regard to the most 
striking objects, which gratifies 
the reader’s curiosity. In Novem- 
Ber, 1818, he visited the ruins of 
Babylon. 

“ An hour and a quarter more 
broughtus to the north-east shore 
of the Euphrates, hitherto totally 
excluded from our view by the 
intervening long and varied lines 
of ruin, which now proclaimed 
to us, orf every side, that we were 
itideed in the midst of what had 





— 





been Babylon. The whole view 
was particularly solemn. The 
tajestic stream of the Euphrates, 
tyandering in solitude, like a pil- 
grim monarch through the silent I 
ruins of his devastated kingdom, | 
still appeared a noble river, even 
under all the disadvantages of 
its desert-tracked course. Its 
banks were hoary with reeds, and 
the gray osier willows were yet 
there; on which the captives of 
Ksrael hung their harps; and, 
while Jerusalem was not, refused 
to be comforted. But how is the 
rest of the scene changed since 
then! At that time, these broken 
hills were palaces; those long 








yndulating mounds, streets ; this | 


"= 
vast solitude, filled with the busy 
subjects of the proud daughter of 
the East! Now, ‘wasted with 
misery,’ her habitations are not 
to be found; and for herself, ¢ the 
worm is spread over her.’ ” 

His immediate object was to 
visit the tower of Babel, that 
stupendous, artificial mountain, 
erected by Nimrod, in the plain 
of Shinar; atid oh which, in after 
ages, Nebuchadnezzar raised thc 
temple of Belus. After crossing 
the river, here 430 feet in width; 
and ranging among heaps of 
ruins, at length the object of 
his expedition presented itself, 
“standing alone in the solitary 
waste, like the awful figure of 
Prophecy herself, pointing to the 
fulfilment of her word.” In ap- 
proaching the stupendous pile, he 
crossed several canals of vast di- 
mensions; in which Babylon is 
well known to have abounded. 

A vast court or area enclosed 
the remains of the tower, that 
sublimest monument of the past, 





still rearing its shattered sum- 
mit towards the heavens. This 
enclosure was scattered with 


“ masses of broken brick, tiles, 
and vitrified. fragments, all -si- 
lently eloquent of some former 
signal overthrow.’’ He found the 
shape of this huge mass of an 
oblong figure ; and by taking the 
dimensions as nearly as the dila- 
pidated state of the outline would 
allow him to ascertain, he found 
its extreme length at the base 
3082 feet, and width 459 feet. 
The eastern face is cloven in the 
middle, intoa deep ravine, and 











in height, from the bottom to its 
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intersected by furrows, channelled | 
there by the descending rains of | 
succeeding ages. From the foun- 
dation of the whole pile to the 
base of the tower measures 200 
feet, consisting of two stages. | 
The ruin of the tower is a solitary 
standing fragment of brick work, 
measuring in breadth 28 feet, and 





shattered top, $5 feet. The ma- 
terials of masonry are furnace- 
burnt bricks. The cement through- 
out was lime, spread in very thin 
layers, and containing in the cen- | 
tre of each layer, a spreading of | 
straw. This cement held the 
bricks together so firmly, that the | 
most violent attempts could not | 
separate them. In search of bi- | 
tumen, Sir Robert found several! 
unshapen masses of fine brick-| 
work—some entirely changed to | 
a state of the hardest vitrification. | 
He remarks— 

“In many might be traced the | 
gradual effects of the consuming 
power which had produced so re- 
markable an appearance; exhi- 
biting parts burnt to that varie- 
gated dark hue, seen in the vi- 
trified matter lying about in glass 
manufactories; while through the 
whole of these awful testimonies 
of the fire, (whatever fire it was !) 
which, doubtless, hurled them 
from their original elevation, the 
tegular lines of the cement are 
visible, and so hardened in com- 
mon with the bricks, that when 
masses are struck, they ring like | 
glass. In examining the base of 
the standing wall, contiguous to | 








| 
| 





it is found totally free from any 
similar changes ; in short, quite 
in its original state: hence I 
draw the conclusion, that the 
consuming powcr acted from 
above, and that the scattered 
ruin fell from some higher point 
than the summit of the present 


|standing fragment. The heat of 


the fire which produced such 
amazing effects, must have burnt 
with the force of the strongest 
furnace; and from the general 
appearance of the cleft in the 
wall, and these vitrified masses, 
J should be inclined to attribute 
the catastrophe tolightning from 
heaven. Ruins, by the explicsion 
of any combustible matter, would 
have exhibited very different ap- 
pearances.” | 

The bricks were cuneiform, 
(wedge figure) about 4 inches 
thick, and 12 in iength. Near 


, the bottom of the pile he found 


immense quantities of bitumen, 
that from their appearance scem- 
ed to have been used in the foun- 
dation and lower parts of the edi- 
fice, to prevent the ill effects of 
damp and water, to which this 
region was always lisbic, from 
the successive inundations of the 
river. The bricks of Babylon are 
of two kinds, sun-dried and fire- 
burnt. Those which compose 
the tower are mostly stampt with 
three lines of inscription in the 
Babylonian character. The for- 
mer kind is composed of clay 
mixed with chopped straw, or 
broken reeds, to compact it, and 
then dried in the sun. Here, 





these huge transmuted substances, | 
Vor. IV. —New Serics. 





'then, we trace the first builders 
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of Babel in their very executed 
work, ‘Goto, let us make brick, 
f€nd burn them thoroughly ;’ and 
also find the exact sort of brick 
which the children of Israel 
made, during their bondage in 
Egypt: ‘And Pharaoh com- 
tmanded the task-masters, and 
said, ye shall no more give the 
people straw to make bricks.’ 
From every account left us by 
historians, of the supereminently 
stupendous structure of the tower 
or temple of Belus, we must seck 
it on the banks of the Euphrates ; 
and of all the colossal mounds 
which remain among its far- 
spreading ruins, not one appears 
to answer so fully, in place, di- 
mensions, and aspect, to all their 
pictutes of the tower, whether 
called by the name of Babel or 
Belus, as this sublime inhabitant 
ef the desert, known, according 
to Sir Robert, universally to the 
present descendants, the sons of 
Ishmael, by the name of Birs 
Vimrood. The remnant of the 
captivity, still abiding amongst 
‘the waters of Babylon,” call it 
Nebuchadnezzar’s prison. 

The design of those who raised 
this mighty fabric could not have 
been, as some have imagined, to 
open a way for themselves into 
the mansions of glory. They, in- 
deed, said, “ Let us build us a 
city and a tower, whose top may 
reach unto heaven’’—a strong ex- 
pression for extraordinary height. 
Such phrases are found in every 
language. (See Deut. i. 28. and 
ix. 1. and Dan.iv. 22.) Josephus 
thinks their design was to raise a 








tower for their defence against ¢ 
second flood. But this opinion 
appears preposterous, from two 
reasons: First, they would not 


| have selected a low plain for this 


purpose, but rather some lofty 


} mountain. Second, they had the 


promise of Jehovah that the 
earth should not be overwhelmed 
again with water, and, as a ratifi- 
cation of this covenant, He had 
set his radiant bow in the clouds. 
But their intention was plainly 
manifest from their own lan- 
guage—“ let us make us a name, 
lest we be scattered, &c. Pax- 
ton says,—~‘' These words clearly 
show, that their object was to 
transmit a name illustrious for 
sublime conception and bold un- 
dertaking, to succeeding genera- 
tions.”” ‘To build the tower was 
not criminal; but to do it for an 
illustrious name, or to thwart the 


is . : . 
designs of Heaven, was daring 


and rebellious. Their language 
was confounded, and the people 
dispersed ; but the ruins of their 
rash labours now stand an awful 
monument of the folly of man 
and the jealousy of the eternal 
God. Babylon rose in grandeur 
and power, triumphed, declined, 
and fell. Cities, however great 
or proud, crumble at the word of 
the Almighty. But there is “a 
City which hath foundations, 
whose Builder and Maker is 
Gop.” 
— 


REV. THOMAS SCOTT. 


Tue Rev. Thomas Scott, D. D. 


author of the excellent Commer 
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tary on the Bible, which bears 
his name, died at Aston Sanford, 
in April, 1821. His biographer 
is his eldest son, John Scott, a 
highly respectable clergyman of 
that church in which his venera- 
ble parent so long and so success- 
fully ministered. He has record- 
ed not only what others have told 
concerning his father, but what 
has fallen immediately under his 
own observation; and what, from 
an intimate knowledge of his fa- 
ther’s principles and character, 
he can testify with all the feeling, 
and all the authority, which be- 
come the biographer of so distin- 
guished a Christian minister. The 
universal testimony of those who 
have read the narrative, concurs 
to prove it very interesting and 
instructive. The work has been 
ably reviewed in many of the 
most respectable publications in 
this country and in England. 
More need not be said in its com- 
mendation than numerous re- 
viewers have already published. 
Nor does the subject of the me- 
moir require more praise to bring 
him or his works into public no- 
tice. The lot of this good man 
was humble, and he was com- 
pelled to struggle long against 
adversity of fortune and the per- 
secutions of men; but his name 
is too well known in various parts 
of the four quarters of the globe, 
to be forgotten. He was heartily 
and intimately concerned in those 
mighty mowements of Christian 
benevolence, which are already 
felt from the equator to the poles, 
and are progressively and power- 





! 





—— 


fully advancing to change the 
moral and religious aspect of 
every region of the earth. His 
Christian zeal and love, will be 
his imperishable record ; and his 
writings, we have reason to be- 
lieve, will be instrumental of good 
to millions yet unborn. 

Mr. Scott entered upon his mi- 
nistry, according to his own con- 
fession, without any sufficient 
ground of hope that he was in- 
terested in the righteousness of 
Christ, and wholly ignorant of 
the spirit and power of the gos- 
pel. His conscience, however, 
was not wholly stifled. Alarm- 
ing fears frequently disturbed his 
peace. He remarks— 

“TI met with a Socinian com- 
ment on the scriptures, and gree- 
dily drank in the poison, because 
it quieted my fears, and flattered 
my abominable pride. The whole 
system coincided exactly with my 
inclinations, and the state of my 
mind. In reading this exposi- 
tion, sin seemed to lose its native 
ugliness, and to appear a very 
small and tolerable evil; man’s 
imperfect obedience seemed to 
shine with an excellency almost 
divine ; and God appeared so en- 
tirely and necessarily merciful, 
that he could not make any of 
his creatures miserable without 
contradicting his natural propen- 
sity. These things influenced 
my mind so powerfully, that I 
was enabled to consider myself, 
notwithstanding a few little ble- 
inishes, as, upon the whole, a 
very worthy being.” 

In this awful state of mind, he 
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attempted to obtain admission 
into holy orders. 

.“As far as I understood such 
controversies, I was nearly a So- 
cinian and Pelagian, and wholly 
an Arminian. While 1 was pre- 
paring for the solemn office, I | 
lived, as before, in known sin, and | 
in utter neglect of prayer. Thus, 
with a heart full of pride and 


wickedness; my life polluted | 


with many unrepented, unfor- 
saken sins; without one cry for 
mercy, one prayer for direction 
or assistance, or for a blessing on 
what I was-about to do, I blas- 
phemously declared, in the pre-| 
sence of God and the congrega- | 
tion, in the most solemn manner, 
sealing it with the Lord’s Sup- 
per, that 1 judged myself to be 
‘inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take that office upon 
me.’ On September 20th, 1772, I 
was ordained a deacon.” 

This dereliction from sound 
principle and laudable conduct, 
was not lasting; we afterwards 
find him an humbled penitent, 
imploring the mercy of God 
through the Son of his love. He 
recovered fromy the benumbing 
influence of those cold and freez- 
ing regions, into which Socinian- 
ism usually carries its votaries; 
and corrected in earnest his doc- 
trinal aberrations. He became a 
firm Calvinist. His views of the 
Divinity of Christ were clear. 
His preaching was practical; so | 








much so, that he suffered severe- 
ly from the Antinomian spirit of | 


tHe wasthe determined advo- 


many of his brethren. | 


cate of Christian holiness, in al, 
its branches ; and no Antinomian 
could ever endure him. One 
grand excellence in his sermons 
was, the endeavour to distinguish 
between true and false expe- 
rience. Hence, he was extreme. 
ly unpopular, as a_ preacher, 
among the world and formal pro- 
fessors ; and generally had smal! 
congregations. 

As an instance of fervour of 
spirit, in the work of the ministry, 
we select the following extract 
from a letter to the Rev. Mr. 
Mayor. 

“} belicve Satan prevails as 
much against the cause of Christ, 
by persuading ministers to sit 
still, or merely to go on in the 
beatew ground, without attempt- 
ing any thing more, as in any 
other way. My conscience is ne- 
ver quiet and joyful, but when I 
am busy in some ministerial em- 
ployment; not merely in acquir- 
ing, but in communicating the 
knowledge of Divine things by 
my tongue and pen. And, after 
a multitude of thoughts about 
pride, ambition, &c. influencing 
me to be active, (and they will in- 


suaded Satan would have mé« 
while away my life in inactivity, 


diffidence, and humility: and he 
never is wanting to furnish me 
'with excuses for delaying er 
| shifting services. But I beg of 
| God to arouse me from this leth- 
largy. Paul says to Timothy, Be 
|ustant in season, out of season; 
potas the word; and seems tc 





sinuate themselves,) I am per-. 


under pretences of false modesty, 
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think there is more danger of |; man,under similarcircumstances, 
; 


sloth, than in too great activity in 
the preacher of the gospel. May 
the love of Christ constrain us, 
and compassion for perishing 
souls prevail with us, to leave no 
means untried to promote faith 
and holiness, and to bear testi- 
mony against irreligion, and false 
religion ; to awaken the careless, 
to undeceive the deluded, to al- 
lure souls to Christ, to encourage 
the humble, and stir up the be- 
liever to glorify God. Stir up, 
my brother, the gift of God that 
isin you. Now is the time to 
labour, and to suffer hardship 
and reproach. It is both seed- 
time and harvest; and itis shame- 
ful to sleep in either. Cast your 
bread upon the waters. Sow in 
the morning, and in the evening, 
and water it with many prayers ; 
and if you see it not before, you 
will see the fruit of it at the last 
day.” 

His labours on the Sabbath 
were weighty. Beside the duties 
of his family, in which he was 
very punctilious, he usually tra- 
velled not less than fourteen miles, 
frequently the whole of it on foot, 
besides the three services, and at 
times a fourth sermof} on his way 
home in the evening. 

He commenced his Commen- 
tary onthe scriptures, with dif- 














from persevering in the design. 
But in the midst of severe pri- 


| vations, harassing perplexities, 


and repeated attacks of severe in- 
disposition, with a mind almost 
overwhelmed with incessant oc- 
cupation, and a frame nearly ex- 


_hausted for want of necessary re- 
'pose, he nobly held on his way, 


till this great work was fairly be- 


| fore the public. 


The first edition of this work 
was completed in 1792. The first 
edition with references was com- 
pleted in 1809. 

The retail price of all the co- 
pies of the several editions, En- 
glish and American, amounts to 
the enormous sum of £199,900; 
more than $800,000! 

Mr. Scott was a very efficient 
instrument in the formation of 
that great Institution, the “ Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society ;”’ 
and also in promoting the csta- 
blishment of the “ Church Mis- 
sionary Society.” 

His “ Force of Truth” is in the 
hands of many, and is considered 
a work of superior merit. Many 
of his sermons and essays on 
theological subjects, have been 
published, and are admired for 
the tone of piety and sound senti- 
ment that pervade them through- 
out. He has been called from the 


ficulties and embarrassments suf- | vineyard in a good old age—but, 


ficient to deter almost any other 





though dead, * he yet speaketh,” 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 





FOREIGN, 


SUMATRA. 


Exrtracis of a letter from Messrs. Ro- 
dinson and Ward, dated Bencoolen, 
July 19, 1822. 

VERY DEAR BRETUREN, 


We shall now, with much pleasure, 
endeavour to lay before you the state of 
our mission. We have not any decided 
success to communicate ; but the state 
of things is still encouraging ; and we 
hope, that the bread which we are now 
casting upon the waters, will appear af- 
ter many days. Like the settlers in a 
new country, we must first clear the 
ground, and then proceed to ploughing 
and sowing. Who will reap the har- 
vest it is not possible to say ; but should 
that saying of our Lord, “One soweth 
and another reapeth,” be verified in 
our case, we, who are the sowers, hope 
to have our shate of joy with the 
reapers. 


Distribution of Books. 


We will commence by giving you an 
account of the distribution of books du- 
ting the last quarter. In our former 
letter, we mentioned a little book of 
easy lessons, which had lately issued 


from the press, and which was read 


with considerable interest by natives of 
all descriptions. Subsequent observa- 
tions have fully confirmed us in the 
sentiments we then expressed; and we 
have never seen any thing so much in 
request among the Malays as this little 
book. The second lesson, which isthe 
simplest thing imaginable, is perhaps 
the most popular; and is highly ap- 
plauded for its truth. From the suc- 





‘ 





cess of this first attempt at little morg] 
works, we feel authorized to conclude, 
that a series of similar publications 
would be the means of great good, by 
exciting a disposition to read, and thus 
preparing the mind for the considera- 
tion of more important subjects. 


Tritt on the Creation. 

We have already informed you of tht 
publication of a tract on the creation, 
containing the first three chapters of 
the book of Genesis. This little book 
is also popular; the natives inquire af- 
ter it under the title of the History of 
the Prophet Adam. The edition was 
only 1500 copies; want of paper 
obliged us to economize, but we find 
now, that we ought to have printed 
double that number at least. We havc 
but 400 copics remuining, and we want 
1000 for Mr. Evans, at Padang. 


Work on Astronomy. 

We have lately published a smail 
work on astronomy, which there is 
reason to believe will soon become po- 
pular among the better informed na- 
tives. A native writer having received 
one, and read some parts of it, came 
the next evening with several young 
men, who begged copies of this, and ot 
every other book we had. They also 
asked a number of questions, concern 
ing the form of the earth; the cause of 
day and night, &c. They were shown 
a terrestrial globe ; and they appeared 
much gratified by the answers given to 
their queries. Any thing which indi- 
cates thoughtin a Malay is encourag- 
ing; their apathy is so great, that to 
interest them on any subject of informa 
tion, seems almost beyond the power 


of man. Science will not make them 
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Christians, but it will assist in dispelling 
the mists of Muhammedanism, and 
teach them to use their mental powers. 


Encouraging prospects. 


There is a wide field for the distribu- 
tion of books in Sumatra. The inhabi- 
tants of the west coast, from north to 
south, are glad to receive them. Sir 
Stamford Raffles has sent a parcel of our 
tracts to each district under his govern- 
ment, with directions to the resident 
native chief to have them distributed. 
Mr. Burton took with him a great num- 
ber for distribution along the coast 
when he left us a few weeks ago ; and 
he writes, that they were every where 
well received, and that the natives read 
them with much interest. As soon as 
he arrived at his station, numbers in- 
quired for gospels; but, alas! he had 
none. Neither our pens nor our press 
can supply the present demands for 
books. Mr. Burton says, ina letter to 
Mr. Ward: “ The Lord seems now to 
have given the whole coast into our 
hands. Much depends upon the press, 
Reading is certainly very common, and 
arelish for it may easily be increased by 
giving them books which they can un- 
derstand. Evans will, at the lowest es- 
timation, require a thousand copies of 
each tract you publish. I think also 
we ought to make a vigorous effort to 
support a larger printing establishment, 
as tracts will certainly be called for, 
both more frequently and jn greater 
numbers, than you can supply at pre- 
sent.” There are very few native 
works in circulation among the Malays 
on this coast; those therefore who have 
ataste for reading, cannot gratify it, 
but by means of our books. This isa 
pleasing circumstance, and it is cer- 
tainly an important object to supply 
those who wish to read, with such 
books, as will pour the light of day into 
their benighted minds. 


‘ative Schools. 


The native sehools were going on in 


) 





a pleasing manner, previously to the 
annual vacation; the total number of 
scholars in regular attendance was one 
hundred and twenty-three. The vaca- 
tion is not yet over, but we hope a 
commencement will be made in a few 
days. The progress the scholars make 
is very gratifying ; the old men are as- 
tonished to see themselves outdone by 
little boys. There is still much diffi- 
culty in securing the attendance of the 
children; their parents are but little 
sensible of the worth of instruction, and 
have their children very little undep 
control, 

We mentioned in a former communi- 
cation having sent a parcel of books to 
Moco Moco, at the request of some of 
the chiefs of that district. Some tinie 
ago, the native agent who transmitted 
them, brought a boy, about twelve 
years of age, to our central school, 
stating that our books had been read 
and much approved; and in conse. 
quence, this boy had been sent for in- 
struction, his friends not being willing 
that he should remain a buffalo any 
longer. The boy was admitted, hoping 
that he might be transformed from a 
buffalo toaman. He had to commence 
with the alphabet, and he has already 
shown, that he has some claims to be 
considered of the human species. 


Attention to religion. 


Our native congregation on the Sab. 
bath is very small; the annual fast has 
done serious injury in this respect, but 
we are not without hopes, that we 
shall, in time, regain our jost ground. 
We cannot, however, allow, that tlre 
number of occasional attendants on thre 
Sabbath, forms any true criterion of the 
state of the mission, If we would form 
a judgment, we must view things on 2 
large scale, and take into the acccunt 
al] that is doing by conversztion, book3, 
and schools, and we shall then per- 
ceive, that the mission wears an encot- 
raging aspect. We hope, however, 
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vain. Without recurring to the infor- 
mation which many must necessarily 
have received, there is a poor Amboyna 
woman, who, to say the least, appears | 
to be under very serious impressions. 
She has requested baptism; but though 
there appears reason to hope well of 


comply with her request at present. 
She has given some proof of her since- 
rity, by separating from a man with 
whom she was living in an unlawful 
state. Shehasa daughter about four- 
teen years of age, whom she has placed 
under Mrs. Knaggs’s instructions. 


Muhammedan reasoning. 


We send you the following short 
specimen of Muhammedan reasoning. 
Mecting a man one day in the Marlbro’ 
Bazgr, (market) who is remarkable for 
his good sense on common subjects, we 
inquired what proof he was able to ad- 
duce that the Muhammedan religion 
was from God. He replied: “ This is 
the proof of it, Abraham built the tem- 
ple at Mecca,”’* 

“There is no proof that Abraham 
built the temple at Mecca; but could | 
that be proved, it would not follow | 
from thence, that the Myhammedan | 
religion is true.” 

“The world exists; and that is a/ 
proof that God made it; the temple at | 
Mecca cxists, and that is a proof that 
Abraham built it.” 

* There exists a house belonging to 
vou inthe Bazar, and that is a proof 
that Abraham built it.” 

Several persons heard this reasoning, 
yet itis doubtful whether any of them 
were sensible of the futility of it. Such 
are the persons with whom we have to 
deal. What, short of a divine power, 
ean enlighten their minds ? 





Their opinion of sin. 


In England it isa common idea, that 





* Not on'y did Abraham build this temp'e, but 
the angel Gabriel fanned away the mountains with 
his wings, to make room for its erection. 





ideath is the consequence of sin, but in 
this country, a different opinion pre. 
vails. The Muhammedans think, that 
men die merely because God has so or. 
dained it, and not because they are sin- 
ners. According to their creed, the 
good angels will all die, and the angel 
of death himself will not escape. He 
will be in the agonies of death for a 
| number of years, and will exclaim: “If 
Thad known what dying was, I would 
never have been the angel of death.” 
When told that death is the consequence 
of sin, they ask: “ How is it then that 
infants dic, for they do not sin?” © How 
lightly must such persons think of sin, 
and how little are they sensible of its 
| evil nature! 


Alethod of prayer. 


When the Muhammedans pray, evcry 
face is turned towards Mecca ; this they 
call their kiblat, or point of prayer. 
The back of the pulpit is in the direc- 
tion of Mecca, and the front just oppo- 
| site to the door of the mosque © The 
| people enter, and take their seats with 
| their backs towards the door, and their 
|faces towards Mecca. In this position 
the pulpit is in their front, and they are 
in the proper direction for prayer ; but 
as the priest, while he is reading, has 
his back towards the kiblat, he must, 
| when he prays, descend, and turn his 
| face towards the pulpit and the kiblat. 
Their attitudes of body, while en- 
| gaged in their devotions, are very im- 
| posing, and there is a great appearance 
| of reverence for the Divine Being. 
| They sometimes stand erect, with their 


| hands stretched out, and the palms 
| turned upwards ; sometimes place their 
| knees on the floor, and sometimes touch 
ithe floor with — their foreheads. We 
| could not but regret that they did not 
worship a God in Christ, and we were 
| strongly reminded of the apostle’s ex 
| pression: “ Bodily exercise profiteth 
| nothing.” Every individual had a small 

mat, on which he sat, and which he 
| either brings with him every time, o7 
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leaves in the mosque. The women 
pring with them a white upper gar- 
ment, which they put on as soon as 
they enter the mosque, and take off 
again as soon as the service is con- 
cluded. They occupy a corner of the 
mosque by themselves, behind the men. 
There were present about ten women, 
and something more than twenty men. 
Each man brought his creese or dag- 
ger with him, which he laid on his mat 
during the time of prayer. The whole 
service occupied about an hour. Hap- 
py should we be to see this mosque 
iurned into a place of Christian wor- 
ship, and these poor Muhammedans into 
the disciples of Jesus ! 

— 


COLOMBO. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Chater, dated 
Colombe, February 6, 1822. 


Orren, very often, I feel pained and 
grieved at heart, on viewing and re- 
flecting on the circumstances of this 
island, and this populous town in par- 
ticular. Twolong streets that lie be- 
tween the Grand Pass and my other 
two places of worship, are inhabited 
almost exclusively by Mahometans. 
They are, in fact, so much theirs that 
they take their name from them; be- 
ing called Great and Little Moor-street. 
Nothing yet has been done, nor any 
thing worth mentioning been attempted, 
towards rescuing these poor people 
from their wretched delusions. It is 
impossible they should be riveted to 
them more firmly than they afe. The 
Christian religion they view with con- 


tempt, and will hear nothing on the } 
subject. One man, (an inhabitant of | 








The man is a stout fat man, and you 
know how the disciples of Mahomet re- 
gard pigs. In what way any thing 
can be done for these people, had} 
time to turn my attention towards them, 
Tas yet know not. I have thought if 
any thing be attempted, it must be by 
schools similar to those our brethren in 
Bengal have established among the 
Hindoos. To pity and pray for them is 
all I can do at present. 

And as to the generality of the peo 
ple called Christians in Ceylon, it is 
too well known into what a deplorably 
degraded state they are sunk. Itis 
true, great numbers attend the Roman 
catholic church; but when we consider 
for a moment what it is they learn 
there, (ifindeed they learn any thing 
at all,) who can rejoice in this? And, 
with a very few exceptions, nothing 
like serious religion is to be seen among 
the people of the reformed church. It 
is but a few times in the year that they 
attend public worship. The former 
part of the Sabbath is occupied in bath- 
ing, or some such way. And it is very 
common to see them cleaning or re- 
pairing their houses on that day ; and 
feasting, dancing, and card playing are 
the evening employments of many. 1 
am not now giving you information on 
hearsay, but making known to you 
things to which Iam eye and ear 
witness, as I pass the doors of these 
people every Sabbath day. Dancing is 
less common than when I first came 
here; butit is not long since f saw large 
parties in two houses on the same Sab- 
bath evening ; and that in two of the 
most public streets in Colombo. These 
are our Colombo Christians ! What then 


Jaffna,) and so far as my knowledge || can we expect the poor Singhalese to 
i 


_ foes, one only has yet been even pro- | 


selyted to Christianity in all Ceylon; 
and he was held in detestation by all the 
rest, young and old. One way in which 
Jittle boys have been known to reproach 
him, was, by saying’ to one another as 
he passed them in the street, * We of- 
ten see a fat pig in the street now.” 
Vor, IV.—New Series, 








be, who have been brought up with 
such examples before their eves? Cer- 
tainly just such as they are: a poer, ig- 
norant, careless, stupid race of people. 
This day week, on my visit to Wellam- 
pitty, I held a short conversation with 
a person, from which you may learn the 
civcumstances of the bulk of the people 
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called Christians in Ceylon. As I was 
sitting in a cottage, a vencrable looking 
old nan came to the door ; 1 was struck 
with his appearance, and asked him 
how old he was? “My age, Sir, is 
one hundred and three years.” * Are 
you a Christian? “ Yes.” “ A Roman 
Catholic, or of the reformed religion ?” 
“Tam of the Dutch religion.”? “ And 
what do you know about the things of 
religion?” “Very little.” “Do you 
know the ten commandments?” © No, 


{ Jearnt a little when I wasa boy, but I) 


have forgot it.” “Do you know how 


you can be saved from sin and‘hell ’” | 


“By praying to God.” “Is nothing 
more needful ?” “Tdon’t know.” “Do 
you know nothing about a Saviour?” 
“No”. “Have you never heard about 
the Lord Jesus Christ?” “No.” To 
question him any farther I deemed quite 
needless, and proceeded to give him 
such advice as I thought most suitable 
fo his deplorable case. When it is 


considered that this is a specimen of | 


the case of hundreds and thousands. in 
Ceylon, it will be seen that a missionary 
in this country is set down in a valley 
of dry bones; andit may with propriety 
be added, “there are very many in the 


open valley, and lo! they are very dry.” | 
But must they then be abandoned to | 


temain in this deplovable condition ? 
Surely by those who have seen and 
known their circumstances, this cannot 
be done without incurring guilt of no 
common magnitude. While, therefore, 
we cannot give life to these dry bones, 
we must continue to do all im our pow- 
er forthem ; praying, hoping, and en- 
deavouring to believe that the only 
power which can cause a shaking 
among them, may at Iength be exerted. 
Then shall breath come into them ; 
then they will live and stand up on 
their feet an exceeding great army. 
a 
DIGAH. 
Fur foliowing brief extract of a letter 


fram Mr. Rowe, dated Janmary 3, 1822, 
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would lead us to indulge the hope that 
we may, at no very distant period, see 
the complete «bolition of the dreadfu! 
practice to which it refers. 

“Our servants report that a neigtr. 
bouring magistrate (to his honour be iz 


r ° . 
recorded,) lately refused permission for 


a native woman to burn herself with 
her deceased husband. They are per- 
sonally acquainfed with the woman, 
and say she was resolved to burn. To 
show her fortitude, she held her finger 
in the flame of a lamp, after which she 
distributed her property amongst her 
relatives, and only waited the permis- 
sion of the magistrate to execute her de- 
sign ; but that being refused, she had 
of course to give it up. She had two 
small children, who sat bewailing her 
expected fate ; but on hearing the pro- 
hibition, they expressed much-joy, anc 
returned home well satisfied. On the 
way home, the woman affected to be 
dying of mortification and grief, on ac- 
count of her disappoiritment ; but she 
is now become as cheerful and happy as 
ever she was. 


— 


MORAVIAN MISSION AMONG THE. 
CALMUCS. 


Extract from an exceedingly interest- 
ing narrative of the first success of the 
Moravian missionaries, in the conver 
sion of the Calmuc Tartdrs to Chris- 
tianity, and introducing them to set- 
tled and civilized habits of life. The 
whole ddcument is very curious, ant 
forms, it may be said, an entire new 
chapter in the history of man. 


“ Monz than seventy years ago, a mis- 


sion was begun by the Moravian bre- 
thren among the Calmuc Tartars, which, 
after a short trial, was necessarily aban. 
doned; but the object itself was nevev 
abandoned. Failing in the direct at- 
tempt to pliant the gospel among these 
fierce and restless barbarians, in the 


| year 1765, a colony was established on 
" the banks of the Wolpa, to which var 























































































Led 














Mission among the Calmucs. 


147 














= z ~—— @ 





*. 
i 


gus families and individuals from Ger- 
man congregations emigrated ; and the 
place, which they calied Sarepta, is 
now one of the most considerable of 
the brethren’s settlements. ‘Ihe station 
was expressly occupied for the purpose 
of cultivating a friendly intercourse 
with the numerous hordes that frequent 
the neighbourhood, till.the set time 
should come, when they would hearken 
to the gospel. 

“Though no opportunity of preach- 
ing Christ to those gentiles was ne- 
elected, all instruction seemed to be in 
vain, till within a few years past, when 
the way was opened for the renewal of 
aregular mission among them. Since 
then, several of the brethren, wander- 
ing or sojourning with them, as they 
roved or rested in the adjacent region, 
have been diligentiy endeavouring to 
teach them the truth as it is in Jesus; 
and by the blessing of the Lord, now 
one, and then another, amongst the 
Calmucs, have had their hearts opened 
and their minds enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit. So gently, yet so safely, 


hath the good Shepherd led these fost | 


sheep, after having found them in the 
wilderness, that, their lives being en- 
dangered from the wolves among their 
countrymen, on account of their Chris- 
tian profession, they were moved to 
take a step, perhaps unexampled among 
their tribes, who are rovers from their 
birth, to leave the horde and settie upon 
a little island in the Wolga, near Sa- 
repta; where, under the eye of their 
teachers, and the protection of the em- 
peror Alexander, they hoped to live 
quiet and peaceable lives, in all godli- 
ness and honesty. This emigration has 
been effected, and the desolate island 
is now inhabited by a class of people 
hitherto unknown in the history of man 
—Tartars become Christians, and set- 
tled upon one spot for the purpose of 
agriculture and commerce. 

‘It was a stormy evening that these 
firstlings of the Calmuc race arrived on 





the land belonging to the colony of 


Sarepta Their teacher, brother Schill, 
on horseback, led their march: he was 
accompanied by several of the heads of 
families, and followed by the main body 
ofthe men on foot. Behind these came 


4 . . 
their camels, three in number, loaded 


after the manner of the east, with tent 
skins, on which the women were seat- 
ed. The next objects,in the proces- 


sion were two Calmuc carts drawn by 


horses, and another drawn by a bullock, 
likewise loaded with tent skins and fur- 
niture, on which the young children 
were placed, while the elder walked bs 
their side. Some of the stoutest boy: 
brought up the rear, driving before 
them seventy head of cattle, sheep, and 
goats. “Their march lay along the 
banks of the river, and a boat contain- 
ing a small party accompanied it on the 
stream. ‘The evening grew calm, and 
the sun was set before they all had 
reached the end of their pilgrimage. 
It was 4 spectacie never witnessed on 
earth before, and surely there «was joy 
in heaven, among the angels of God, 
over these sinners that thus repented. 
“Day after day, before they had 
taken full possession of their island, the 
brethren and sisters, young and old, 
from Sarepta, visited the encampment 
of the fugitives, and bade them wel- 
come inthe name of the Lord. They 
had pitched their tents about ‘hree 
miles from the village, and there they 
abode hearing the word of Go:' preach- 
ed, praying, and praising H'm, both in 
the great assembly and in their ‘amily 
circles. Among their visiters was the 
venerable brother Steinman, 83 vears of 
age, and one of the first settlers at Sa- 
repta. He, as well as the few surviving 
fathers of the colony, had ever forgot- 
ten the original purpose of the place— 
to be a frontier post on the verge of the 
kingdom of darkness, from which to send 
glad tidings of salvation into the heart 
f Asia. For this consummation he and 
they had been offering up daily prayers 
for more than half acentury. When, 





" therefore, he heard of the arrival of this 
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company of Calmuc confessors, the pa- 
triarch seized his staff, which he had 
long laid aside, and, notwithstanding 
the distance and his infirmities, by the 
help of friends who supported his 
steps, he reached the camp. There, 
after beholding with his own eyes, 
what God had wrought for these poor 
savages, and having heard them sing in 
their native tongue various hymns that 
spoke of the sufferings of Christ and the 
glory that should follow, he broke out in- 
to a transport of joy, and returned home 
thanking and blessing God. Two days 
afterwards, he closed his eyes and de- 
parted in peace, having seen the salva- 
tion of the Lord thus come to the out- 
casts of Tartary.” 
—_—— 
DOMESTIC. 


FORT WAYNE MISSION. 


Continuation of extracts from the Journal 
of the Rev. Mr. M‘ Coy. 


The fever of Mr. M‘Coy’s daughter 

abates. 

August 8, eight o’clock.—Elizabeth 
being now able to speak, and disposed 
to take a little nourishment, her fever 
having abated, and left her in a moderate 
perspiration, our hopes faintly revived. 
My wife and I concurring in opinion, 
that it was safe to trust in God, and 
that, notwithstanding we should find 
the path of duty leading through trials 
severe, in the extreme, the mercies of 
God would surpass them, as we had often 
experienced. 
that, as the crisis of our affairs rendered 


We therefore agreed, 


it so necessary for me to leave home, it 
would be better for me to go. Accord- 
ingly I was ready to mount my horse in 
a few minutes. But now I found that 
an Indian whom I had engaged to accom- 
pany me, had been drinking through 
the past night, and was not yet duly 
sober. The man, knowing how highly 
{ disapproved of such conduct, was un- 
willing to come to the house, and re- 





te 





fused to eat. He consented, however, 
to go with me, and immediately set off 
on foot, with his feet bare. But it. was 
believed that he had no intention of 
going far. 


Mr. VM Coy joins Mr. Sears’ party. 


With feelings which I cannot describe, 
I took leave of my sick children, dis- 
tressed wife, and excellent brethren and 
sisters. Having proceeded about half a 
mile, I chanced to espy my Indian lying 
asleep in the weeds, a little distance 
from the road. I prevailed on him to 
dress his feet with a pair of moggasins 
I had taken with me, and to renew his 
journey. Inthe evenimg overtook the 
wagon. Found one of the hands sick, 
riding the horse of brother Sears, whe 
was travelling on foot, 

August 10.—Our sick man is able to 
work on the road, which we are obliged 
to open as we proceed. 

This being the day appointed for me 
to mcet the commissioner at St. Joseph’s, 
we thought it adviseable for brother 
Sears, accompanied by our Indians, to 
go on a head, while I should continue 
with the wagon. Being now upwards of 
fifty miles from the place, brother Sears 
must necessarily sleep in the wilderness 
on this side of the trading house, an- 
other night. 

August 13.—Reached the trading 
house. One of the hands very sick 
with the cholera morbus. 


Ar. Mi‘ Coy’s return, 


August 14.—The hands busy prepar. 
ing a camp, while we wait the assem- 
bling of the chiefs, who are requested 
to convene here to-morrow. In the 
evening a Frenchman hallooed across 
the river, said he was from Fort Wayne, 
and wished to see me. I rightly judged 
that he was the bearer of unpleasant 
tidings. A letter from brother Lykins, 
informed that there was not the smallest 
hopes of Elizabeth’s recovery, My 
wife’s eldest daughter, and many others, 





had sickened since I left home. The 
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{amily were in great distress, and Lt was 
entreated to return immediately. On 
conferring with brother Sears, the com- 
wnissioner, and interpreter, all of whom 
promised to do all in their power to 
prevent any disadvantage tu the mis- 





sion from growing out of the circum- 
stance of my returning, it was agreed | 


that I should obey the call to return to | 


my family. 


Death of Mr. M' Coy’s daughter. 
August 16.—At a haif past 2 o’clock 
i reached home, having travelled al- 
most 100 miles since yesterday morning. 


Received the painful information that | 


Elizabeth departed this life at six 
o’clock, P. M. on the 15th inst. aftera 
painful illness of typhus fever, under 
which she had suffered twenty-one 
days. She was almost nine years old. 
This was a painful event. But God 
knows when to give, and when to take 





away. Submission becomes such worms | 


as we. Mrs. M‘Coy and all our chil- 
dren sick, our little daughter, Nancy 
Judson, very low. Sister Jackson and 
her three children, and many of the 
Indian part of our family, afflicted with 
fever, of them distressingly. 
Fourteen of the family have been sick 
at one time in my absence. Our school 
is suspended, and indeed we are unable 
to give that attention to the sick which 
their cases require. The prompt, af- 
fectionate attention, and useful ser- 
vices of our good brother Lykins, in 
this time of affliction, ought never to 
be forgotten. 

August 17.—Received encouraging 
news from Kentucky, that some of our 
friends had opened subscriptions in our 
favour, with promising prospects. 


some 


Site for the Mission. 


August 20.—One of our hands left at | 
St. Joseph's, has sickened, and come 
in to this place. Brother Scars writes 
me that the particular site for the leca- | 
The 
indians wished us to settle upon a site 
which they had pointed cut, while the 


tion of the mission, is not fixed on. 





commissioner preferred one which 1 
had selected. The two places, how- 
ever, are but a few miles apart, and 
our hands are making hay in a place not 
inconvenient to either. 


More sickness. 


Muzgust 22.—New cases of sickness 
occur in the family almost daily. My 
wife remains low, but, upon the whole, 
is convalescent. 

August 23.—Brother Benjamin Sears 
He is the thirtieth 
person in our family who has been at- 
tacked. 

August 31.—Our hands returned from 
St. Joseph’s, where they have put up 
about thirty tons of hay, mowed ona 
prairie. Our Indian boy, whom I sent 
to meet them, is very sick. 

September 1.—Sister Sears is attacked 
with fever. Her case is the thirty- 
sixth. Others have become worse. 
situation is truly alarming. 


has a violent fever. 


Our 


Return of Mr. Sears. 


September 2.—Brother John Sears re. 


turned from his excursion to Grand 





River, to which place he proceeded 
from St. Joseph’s. He 
ty-seven days He 

ague and fever in the wilderness ; 


was absent twen- 
with 

ut 
amerciful Providence had compassion on 
him, and on us. He looks pale, but ap- 
pears to be on the gaining han He 
came by the way of Detroit, to which 
place he had the company of the Com- 
He then lone, 
and the two last nights of his journey 
slept in the wilderness without 


pany. 


was seized 


missioner. came on 


com 
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Site for the Ottawa Station. 


| 
} rhe site 


' cated 


for the Ottawa station is le- 
of the 


Kakuwishquam, on the north s! 


near the chief 


of 


village 


i| 
| 
i 


Grand river, abcut one hundred miles 
from: its junction with lake Miciigan; 
ind, the Indians s y, a day and Ps 
walk, say : ix? rom the white 


| Vv 
settlement on Sa 


ranau riyer, above De- 












































150 


THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 





c ——- 








troit. The site appears convenient, 
embracing a fertile prairie, through 
which runs a small creek, and back of 
which is high timbered land, affording 
a pleasant situation for building. 


Sickness increases. 


Lord’s-day, September 8.-—-Could not 





" 
| 


September 12.—Captain B. Seawell 
had the kindness to meet me with « 
carriage, in which I rode to Piqua, and 
was visited by a physician. Very sick 
indeed. 





Mr. M‘Coy’s health improving. 


September 14.—My health a little im- 


attend to preaching, neither last Sabbath || proved. Employed a man to attend to 


nor this. New cases of fever swell the 
number to forty-one. 
September 9.—Unable to obtain help 


to take care of the sick; it has been | 


' 


’ 
; 


{ 
' 


| 


thought necessary for me to make a! 


journey to Ohio, in order to hire assist- 
ance, purchase flour, and to transact 
other important business. According- 
ly, I set off this morning with great dis- 
tress of mind. 


Sickness of Mr. Mé Coy. 


September 10.—At noon became un- 


well, but, my business being urgent, | 


proceeded until unable to sit on my 


I cannot possibly return thither through 


the wilderness. It will be distressing 
to lie sick whereI now am. I am thirty 


miles from Piqua, and conclude to get 
as near that place as possible. 

How dark are the late dealings of 
Providence! Sickness and death me- 


nace the establishment. The sick suf- 
fering for the want of attention. The 


school suspended. Important business 


requiring my presence in the set- | 
tlement still more important business | 
demanding my attention at home in a | 
few days, and I forbidden to go to either | 
place. Some important arrangements | 
in relation to the Ottawas and Miamies, | 


likely to be thwarted. Add to these, 
many other grievous occurrences, which 
I sensibly feel, and the cloud becomes 
gloomy, and the day dark. 


* Yet through the stormy cloud Wil look, 
Once more to thee, my God.” 


September 11.—Got into an ox-wagon, 
which conveyed me about twenty miles, 
where I spent the night. 





i 


| business for me. Rode a mile and a 
half to Captain Seawell’s. 

September 16.—My fever has left me, 
and my appetite is returning. Was vi- 
sited by our worthy brother, elder John 
Mason, whose encouraging and instruc- 
tive conversation, and fervent praver, 
cannot soon be forgotten. 


Returns to Fort Wayne. 


September 18.—Among other press- 


| ing calls to return to Fort Wayne, is an 


appointment to meet the Miamies in 


council. | Having succeeded tolerably 





well in relation to assistance for the fa- 


i | 
horse ; alighted at a cabin in ahigh fe- mily, and in transacting other business, 


ver. lam now sixty miles from home. | 


I set out. Unable to ride on horseback, 
I engaged a smai]l wagon, in which I 
placed a bed, having the company ot 
brother Daniel Dusenberry, a young 
man from Zanesville, Ohio, by trade a 
shoemaker, who goes on with the view 
of joining the mission. 


Sickness of ihe family. 


September 21.—Once more entered 
our house. Found brother Lykins con- 
fined with fever; brother B. Sears and 
some of my: ¢hildren so low that their 
recovery is doubtful. Distressed at the 
sight of so many pale faces, but thank. 
ful for their lives. 


Interview with the Indians. 


September 25.—Attended the council- 
house, where the agent distributed to 
the Miamies their annuities, and was 
happy to find that those who had hired 





the building of houses, the making of 


| fences, &c. were willing to pay for the 
|same. This circumstance indicates a 
| disposition to come into civilized habits. 








ae 








ry 


aR. 








Journad of Mr. M‘C6y. 











sl — 
——- r Sa 
—— 


1 addressed them on the subject of | 


schools, &c. 

September 29.—Was enabled once 
more to preach a sermon from my seat. 

October 5.—The Indians have gene- 
rally returned to their towns and their 
huntings. But they did not leave until 
six of them were murdered. We have 
assisted in burying some. O, that we 
could assist them to that knowledge 
which would prevent the destyyetion 
that threatens them! 


Horse stolen. 


Qne of our family, late this: evening, 
rode to a neigh ouring house, and 
while within, an Indian stole his horse. 
After one or two hours search, the 
horse was found tied to a bush, but the 
thief was not seen. Whether they would 
Nave been more honourable had they 
Known that the beast belonged to the 
mission, is a question on which I cannot 
decide. 


Speech of an Indian Chief. 


Returning from a meeting of the so- 
ciety for preventing the sale of liquor 
to the Indians, I was met by Legro, a 
Miamie chief, who, with some ceremo- 
ny, made the following sarcastic speech. 

“Father, some time ago you had a 
meeting, and stopped the whiskey. 
No Indian could geta dram. This was 
a very good thing. It is bad to get 
drunk. You are a good man, and your 
meetings were composed of good peo- 
ple. But, father, the Indians at that 
fime had no money, and go you were 
good enough to stop the whiskey. 

“A few days ago, when the Indians 
veceived their money, they got drunk, 
fought, and killed each other. You 
could see my people’s blood running in 
the street ; but you could not now with- 
hold the whiskey, for we had money. 
My people have now left this place. 


There is no money, and so I understand | 


you have had a meeting to-day in order 
to stop the whiskey. Now, father, we 
distover the advantages uf educatien.”’ 


' 





1 


| 


{ 


} 





Mr. M‘Coy’s answer, &c. 


I was sorry there was apparently so 
much ground for the old man’s sarcasm. 
I told him Inever used coercion, either 
with the whites or with the Indians. I 
had told these people it was wrong to 
let the Indians have whiskey, and they 
had promised that they would not do it, 
and that if they should break their pro- 
mises they would pay a sum of money. 
They had put their promises on paper, 


| and given them to me, and I held them 


fast. Ihad been very sorry to see theip 
people drunk, but F eould not force the 
liquor from them or from the whites. 
1 had called a meeting to inquire who 
had broken his promise; and, on re- 
ceiving the necessary information, I 
would forward the names of the offend- 
ers to the proper officer, and they would 
be obliged to pay a sum of money as a 
punishment for their crimes. He re- 
plied : R 

“ Father, I am very well satisfied with 
-your answer, and am glad to hear that 
you are inguiring who has suld whiskey 
to our people. As you wish information, 
I will furnish some myself. The man 
who lives in that house, (pointing with 
his finger,) received for whiskey, five 
dollars of my daughter. She only took 
a part of the whiskey at the time. I 
have since called on him for the money 
instead of the whiskey, but he refused 
to letme have it. Now 1 hope you will 
go and get me my money back again.” 

Notwithstanding I could not promise 
him his money again, he professed to be 
satisfied with my answer. 


General Rules, Efe. 





' 





October 7.-——Last February general 


| 
-vules for the regulation of the mission 


family were proposed; but, in conse- 
quence of a missionary’s retiring from 
service, and leaving me and my wife 
alone, nothing further was done in 
the business until to-day, when the fol- 
lowing rules were subscri!ed to by four 





| of us, brother RB. Sears being too much | 
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andisposed to be capable of transacting 
any business. 

“We, whose names follow, having 
been appointed missionaries to the In- 
dians by the Gen«ral Conventior of the 
Baptist Denomination for Missions, 
deem it expedient for our comfort and 
usefulness to adopt, in the fear of the 
Lord, the following general rules for 
the regulation of the mission family, 
viz. 

1. We agree that our object in be- 
coming missionaries, is to meliorate the 
condition of the Indians, and not to serve 
ourselves—therefore, 

2. We agree that our whole time, ta- 
lents, and labours, sball be dedicated to 
the obtaining of this object, and shall 
all be bestowed gratis, so that the mis- 
sion cannot become indebted to any 
missionary for his or her services. 

S. We agree that all remittances 
from the Board of Missions, and all mo- 
nies and property accruing to any of us, 
by salaries from government, by smith- 
shops, by schools, by donations, or from 
whatever quarter they may arise, shall 
be thrown into the common missionary 
fund, and shall be sacredly applied to the 
cause of this mission ; and that no part 
of the property held by us at our sta- 
tions, is ours, or belongs to any of us; 
but it belongs to the General Conven- 
tion, which we serve; and is held in 
trust by us, so long as said Society 
shall continue us in their employment : 
Provided, That nothing herein contain- 
ed affect the right of any to private in- 
heritance, &c. 

4. We agree to obey the instructions 
of our patrons, and that the superintend- 
ent sHall render to them, from time to 
time, a faithful account of our plans, 
proceedings, prospects, receipts, and 
expenditures; and that the accounts of 
the mission, together with the mission 
records, shall, at all times, be open for 
the inspection of any of the missionaries. 

5. We agree that all members of the 
mission family have equal claims upon 
*he mission for equal support in similar 


circumstances. The claims of widows 
and erphans not to be in the least af. 
fected by the death of the head of the 


Miamily. 


6. We agree that when any missiona. 
ry shall not find employment in his par- 
ticulat branch of business, it shall be his 
duty to engage in some other branch 
of business, as circumstances shall 
‘ dictate. 

7. We agree that, agreeably to their 
strength and ability, all the female mis. 
sionaries should bear an equal part of 
the burthen of domestic labours and 
cares, lest some should sink under the 
weight of severe and unremitted exer- 
tions; making the necessary allowance 
for the school-mistress. 

8. We agrce to be industrious, fru- 
gal, and economical, at all times, to the 
utmost extent of our abilities. 
| 9, We agree that missionaries labour- 
jing at the different stations belonging 
to this mission, are under the same obli- 
gations to each other, as though resi 
dent in the same establishment. 

10. We agree that it is the duty of 
missionaries to meet statedly at their 
respective stations, for the purpose of 
preserving peace and harmony among 
themselves, of cherishing kindness and 
love for each other, love to God, and 
zeal in the cause of missions. 

11. We agree to feel one genera! 
concern for the success of every depart- 
ment of the mission ; for the happiness 
of every member of the mission family 
and to feed at one common table, ex- 
cept in cases of bad health, &c.: in which 
cases, the person thus indisposed shall 
receive special attention, and shall be 
made as comfortable as our situation 
will admit. 


kindness and forbearance for each other, 
and, as the success of our labours de- 





pends on the good providence of God, 
| it is our duty to live near to him in pri- 


vate and public devotion, and to walk 





' 
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before Him with fear, and in the integ- 
rity of our hearts, conscious that He ever 








i2. We agree to cherish a spirit of 
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sees us, and that by Him actions are 
weighed. Realizing that we are at best 
only instruments in His hand, and hoping 
shat when we shall have finished the 
work given us to do, we shall dwell to- 
gether in heaven, in company with fel- 
low-labourers from other parts of the 
vineyard, and with those for whose sakes 
we are now strangers and sufferers in 
this wilderness ; and, to crown our hap- 
piness, shall gaze eternally on Him, 
whose religion we are now striving’ to 
propagate, to whom shall be ascribed all 
the glory of the accomplishment of our 
present undertaking.” 


Departs for St. Joseph’. 


October 8.—Brother Lykins having 
tecovered his health soasto be able 
40 ride, set out for Vincennes, on busi- 
ness of the mission, and to settle some 
business of his own. 

October 9.—The health of the family 
in general somewhat improved, with the 
exception of brother B. Sears, who con- 
tinues very low, and being very anxious 
to get toa permanent residence before 
winter, we set out for St. Joseph’s, with 
two ox-wagons and one_horse-team. 
Qur company consisted of brother Jack- 
son and family, my son Rice, four hired 


Brother Jackson quite unwell, others 
pale and weak. 

October 10.—One of our best hands 
sick. 


Disaster>. 


October 11.—The day wet and dis- 
agreeable. Broke ene of the wagons, 
and spent half the day in repairing it. 

October 12.—Early in the day up- 
set one of the wagons, in which two 
Indian children rode. Sustained but 
little damage. A few hours afterwards 
mired an ox, and crippled him so that 
we were obliged to leave him on the 


road. 
Vor. [LV New Series. 


Lord’s-day, October 12.—Rested about 
fifty miles from Fort Wayne. 


Arrive at Bertrand’s. 


October 16.—Reached Bertrand’s trad. 
ing house, near the spot on which we 
expect to locate our establishment. 


Consultation with the Chiefs. 


October 17.—Sent for the chiefs to 
assemble in council. Reviewed the site 
chosen by the Indians, and the one se- 
lected by myself, and beliéve that there 
ought not to be much preference given 
to either. 

October 18,—Had atalk with Topni- 
bee and Chebass, chiefs, and others, in 
the wigwam of the former. Found them 
decidedly in favour of our settling on the 
ground chosen by themselves. They 
said that all of their tribe expected us 
to settle there, and were satisfied with 
the measure; and that a new arrange- 
ment might create uneasiness. They 
wished to be on friendly terms with 
us, and if we would comply with their 
wishes in this respect, they would re- 
ceive us affectionately, and always treat 
us as brothers and friends. And if we 








should fulhl our promises to them, in re- 


é | lation to the education of their children, 
men, and eleven of the Indian part of | 

; || &c. they would be glad to have us 
our family ; in all, twenty-two persons. | 


spend our lives among them. They 
would give us that piece of land with 
all their heart. They would not point 
out the particular place for us to build 
‘our house; we might look for a good 
place, and build it wherever we should 
_choose. Neither did they care about 
| limiting us to one mile square, as had 
been specified in the treaty; we might 
‘take as much as we should need for a 
| plantation, and for timber. 

| I deemed it impolitic to urge the 
|point any further, and agreeably to 
'instructions I had reccived from the 
| Department of Indian Agency, consent- 
ed to comply with ther wishes. All 
seemed satisfied and pleased. 

U 
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Visit to the Mission Site. 

October 19.—Moved five miles, to the 
place designed for our establishment. 
It rained on us all day, and the hands 
were wet as if they had waded a 
tiver. We have chosen forour building 
place, a high point of timbered land, 
about sixty poles from a large prairie, 
and about a mile and a quarter south of 
the St. Joseph’s river, twenty-five miles 
from its mouth, at Lake Michigan. This 
is a bold, beautiful river, of clear whole- 
some water, about eighty yards wide, 
opposite tlis place, and runs between 
high banks, 

Quality of the Soil, &c. 

Oar prairie is of middling quality. 
Our tinibered land, first rate. Building 
“timber ard fire-wood ate convenient 
and plenty; rail timber, mere scarce. 
We have sugar-trees in great abiindan¢e, 
and the advantage of three springs of 
water, all convenient. The site affords 
acommanding prospect of the prairie, 
and of a large tract of timbered land. 
The want’ ofa mill-seat, however, will 
occasion inconvenience. 

We are about one hundred miles 
from Fort Wayne, where we find the 


‘nearest white inhabitants, and about 


one hundred and eighty miles from any 
thing like a settled country. It is one 
hundred and niitety miles to the nearest 
mill. 

Visit from the Indians. 

Some time in the night, received a ¥i- 
sit from five Indians, who, on hearing of 
gur arrival, set off immediately, and came 
twenty-five miles to see us. 

Lord’s-day, October 20.-—Preached to 
the company in our tents from Numbers 
%. 35,-36. 

October 24.—Moved under the shel- 
ter of a cabin, twenty-four feet by twen- 
ty, which we have put up since we ar- 
rived. 

Presents from the Indians. 

October 30.—Indians: have visited us 
Cyery day ginee we came hither. Some 


tn 


1 have brought us presents of corn, &c. and 


of others we have been able to purchase 
corn, potatoes, and venison. This has 
been a great reliefto us. Their cornigs 
of a very small, soft kind, easily pound. 
ed into meal It is often unsound, 
They bring it in sma sacks made of 
the inside bark of trees. A sack usual. 
ly contains a little over three pecks. 
Their sweet corn, is prepared by boiling 
the ears of corn when the grain is soft, 
unti! the corn becomes thoroughly 
scalded. Itis then dried until the grain 
can be shelled from the cob, and is af. 
terwards dried and preserved for usey 
and proves to be quite a palatable diet, 


—— 


Indian mode of reckoning time. 


The Indians reckon time by days, o~ 
rather nights, moons, and years, or mote 
properly, by winters. They know we 
observe Sabbath, but cannot tell when 
it arrives. They therefore sometimes 
call om us fo transact business on that 
day; but, om being informed that it is 
“the day of prayer,” as they express it, 
appear satisfied to put off their business 
a day longer. 


— 


JUDSON SOCIETY OF RICHMOND, VA. 


Letter to Mrs. Judson, dated 
Richmond, April 10, 1823, 
VERY DEAR SISTER, 

Tux pleasure of addressing you,’ ts 
conferred on me by the Female Judsor 
Society of Richmond. The enclosed 
$25 are forwarded by this Society, ta 
promote the instruction of the females 
in Burmah. May the Bord so bless it, az 
| to make it instrumental in your hands, of 
| conveying to tte minds of this degraded 
|and oppressed portion of'our sex, both 
| intellectual and spiritual light; and tc 
‘save them from the infatuation of self- 
| iimmolation’and idolatry. We anxiously 
wish for the proper elevation of the fe- 
‘male cha?acter—and' the ancient af 
| pointment of God, that woman should 
| be the help-meet, and not the slave of 








man, We believe that this will be dor: 
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only vy the benign influence of that 
light, which proceeds from the Sun of 
Rightcousness, which emancipates the 
soul from the powers of darkness, and 
translates it into the liberty of the chil- 
dren of God. We, surely, who live in 
this our happy America—dear land of 
civil and religious privileges—should be 
unremitting in exertion, and fervent in 
supplication, for a universal diffusion 
of that light and liberty which we so 
highly prize ourselves. 

We hoped to have had the pleasure 
af seeing you in Richmond, but fear 
now, that we shall be disappointed, 
Mh, may.it be ours to mect you, where 








we shai! be made perfect in love to God, 
and to each other! Be assured, that 
yourself and excellent companion, are 
dear, yes, very dear to our hearts—and 
are frequently borne before a throne of 
grace in our prayers. We pray that 
you may be speedily restored to healti:, 
to him, and to your labours of love iv 
May you be long continued in 
the field of usefulness; and when your 
work is accomplished, and your toils a! 
an end, may you have a triumphant en: 
trance into the joy of your Lord. 
Signed in behalf of the Richmond 
Female Judson Society. 
Frances B. Gneexnov 


safety. 








MISCELLANEOUS, 








LLEUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 

Many relics of ancient customs are 
still visible among the inhabitants of the 
Mast. The moral and politica] condi- 
tion of the inhabitants has, indeed, been 
greatly changed ; but they evidently 
retain many of the manners of their” fa- 
thers, and apparently glory in imitating 
their illustrious progenitors. In Egypt, 
and other countries renowned in scrip- 
ture, the Christian traveJJér is intro- 
duced to many scenes that shed great 
light on the historical and figurative 
parts of the Divine word. A knowledge 
of oriental customs, and of the geogra- 
phy of the east, is very important to 
every Christian, as it serves to remove 
much obscurity that hangs over nume- 
rous passages; to reconcile apparent 
contradictions in the sacred text; to 
solve intricacies, and render perfectly 
plain and simple, many portions of the 
sacred text, that thousands, destitute 
of such knowledge, have wretched- 


_tions of scripture are frequent, but ar- 
. 
gue great temerity and neglect of sound 





| 


‘the seenes recorded in the 


ly perverted by the application of a 
misguided fancy. Fanciful interpreta- 


principles. The Rev. Mr. Burder and 


| Professor Paxton, have written exten- 


sively upon subjects calculated admira- 
bly to elucidate the scriptures, by au- 
| thentic and lucid descriptions of oriental 

customs, and interesting accounts of the 

natural history of those, countries where 
bible were 
| mostly laid. A more compendious system 
than either of these, for general circu- 
i lation, isa desideratum. 

Mr. Jowett has recently published 
the result of his arduous and praise- 
worthy labours, entitled “ Christian Re. 
searches inthe Mediterranean.’’ This 
' work increases the stock of information 
already attainec, upon a subject so in- 
teresting to the church. Sailing up 
the Nile in Egypt, Mr. Jowett remarks : 

“We observed the people making 
holes in the sandy soil on the side « 
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the river. Into these holes they put a 
small quantity of pigeon’s dung and 
feathers, with the sced of melons or 
cucumbers. The value of this manure 
is alluded to in 2 Kings vi. 25. The 
produce of this toil | had an opportu- 
nity of seeing, in due season; that is, 
in the following month of June. Ex- 
tensive fields of ripe melons and cu- 
cumbers then adorned the sides of the 
river, They grew in such abundance, 
that the sailors freely helped them- 
selves. Some guard, however, is placed 
upon them. Occasionally, but at long 
and desolste intervals, we may observe 
alittle hut, made of reeds, just capable 
of containing one man, being, in fact, 
little more than a fence against the 
north wind. In these I have observed, 
sometimes, a poor old man, perhaps 
lame, feebly protecting the property. 
It exactly illustrates Isaiah i. 8. And the 
daughter of Zion is left as a ladge ina 
garden of cucumbers.* The abundance 
of these most necessary vegetables, 
brings te mind the murmurs of the Is- 
raelites, Numbers ii. 5, 6. We remem- 
ber the cucumbers, and the melons, and 
the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic, 
but now our soulis dried away.” 

“At one place, the people were 
making bricks, with straw cut into 
small pieces, and mingled with clay to 
bind it. They were, in short, engaged 
exactly as the Israelites uséd to be, 
making bricks ‘with straw; and for a 
similar purpose, to build extensive gra- 
naries for the bashaw—treasure-cities 
fér Pharaoh ;” Exodusi. 11. 

We cannot omit the following no- 
tice of the subject of éaptism. The 
Greek Bishop of Smyrna, when con- 
versing with Mr. Jowett, said, ‘‘Ihere 





* This passage has not unfrequently been per- 
versely interpreted. A clergyman not long since 
selected this asa text, and read the passage to his 
congregation thus ; The daughter of Zion is left as 
a log in a garden of cucumbers.” “A log,” said 
he, “we all know is unwieldy, and would be a 
cumbersome nuisance in a bed of cucumbers.”- 
This, he applied, according to his own method of 
*pintwalizing, to the daughter of Zion. 


are five points in which we diffe: from 
the Latins ; 1. Baptism; we baptize the 
whole body, for Christ went up out of the 
water ; a plain proof that he went into it ! 
The other points of difference are, 
the procession of the Holy Ghost, Pur. 
gatory, the Pope’s supremacy, and the 
Host.’ Respecting the Host, the Bishop 
jremarked, ‘They use  unleavened, 
which is not bread—aetes, in Greek, 
meaning complete bread; and surely,’ 
said he, ‘we ought to know the mean- 
ing.” We suppose that if the Bishop 
were acquainted with the disputes we 
havein England and America, respect- 
ing the import of the Greek words used 
in reference to baptism, he would say 
again, (and perhaps even our pzdo- 
baptist friends will agree, that some im. 
portance is to be attached to the opinion 
of a native Greek, ‘surely we ought 
to know the meaning.’ 

Mr. Jowett also informs us, that in 
the Coptic church, at Alexandria, ‘ they 
have a large laver, in which they baptize 
the whole body of the infant, using luke- 
warm water and holy oil.’ 


te ee 


EXERTIONS FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
SEAMEN. 


Amrpst the extending labours of the 
Christian community for the salvation 
of the world, this useful class of citi- 
zens. are not forgotten. The last year 
witnessed above forty new establish- 
ments for preaching to seamen. In 
England, touch is doing for their in- 
struction in letters, and in the princi- 
ples of the gospel. And, to the honour 
of many of our maritime commercial ci- 
ties, churches are found in them de- 
voted solely to the purpose of preaching 
to mariners. Notwithstanding the pro- 
verbial hardness and stubbornness of 2 
sailor’s heart, many are found, who 
weep for their sins, and exhort their 
seafaring brethren to cease from vice, 
and seek the favour of Heaven. They 
recount their toils ; and, in the nume- 








}} rous escapes from tempests, shipwrecks, 
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and death, they view the hand of that — 
Providence they had so often defied 
and blasphemed. 
How important the service of the sai- 
lor—yet how exposed his life! He | 
ieaves his native shore to supply others | 
with the necessaries and comforts of | 
life, with the cheering anticipation of 
returning safe to his employers and 
friends, laden with the abundance of | 
other climes. He tosses on the surge— | 
a buoyant spectacle of the impotence of 
man. He sinks into the yawning chasm, | 
ignorant and unconcerned whether or | 
not it will be his grave. .'The scenes of | 
wcean are sublime, and loudly declare | 
the majesty of God. Watts has said— 


Would you behold the works of God, | 
His wonders in the world abroad ; | 





Go with the mariners, and trace 

The unknown regions of the seas. 
But the sailor often makes the circuit of | 
the globe, and never sees the traces of | 
Him, “whom the winds and seas | 
obey.” His locker contains no Bible— 
no tract. The vessel bears no pious 
soul. No prayer is heard—no Sabbath 
is observed, 

Cannot, must not something more be 
done, to provide seamen with Christian | 
instruction ? Let us remember their 
souls are precious—their lives are at 
the sport of the waves, and every gale 
that blows, sinks some beyond the reach 
of human aid. Look at the rugged 
rocks of Kinsale, and say, “how weak 
is the pilot’s art-—-how impotent the ma- 
Tiner’s strength.” O, Chajstian ! extend 
the hand of benevolence, and meliorate 
she woes of the wretched. 


a — 


SINGULAR FACTS. 


Ar the last meeting of the Shef- 
field Public Society, the following 
intefesting facts were mentioned. Gib- 
bon, who, in his celebrated History of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire, has left an imperishable memorial 
of his enmity to the gospel, resided 


the profits of his works, he purchased g 
considerable estate. This property has 
descended to a gentleman, who, out of 
it. rents, expends a large sum annually 
inthe promulgation of that very gospe} 
which his predecessor insidiously en- 
deavoured to undermine, not having had 
courage openly to assail it. Voltaire 
boasted that with one hand he would 
overthrow the edifice of Christianity, 
which required the hands of twelve 
apostles to build up. At this day, the 
press which he employed at Ferney to 
print his blasphemies, is actually em- 
ployed at Geneva in printing the Holy 
Scriptures. Thus the self same engine, 
which he set to work to destroy the 
credit of the Bible, is engaged in <lis- 
seminating its truths. It is a remarka- 
ble circumstance, also, that the first pro- 
visional meeting for the re-formation of 
an Auxiliary Bible Society at Edinburgh, 
was held in the very room in which 
Huine died. 


ee 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The following general description of 
the American Bible Society’s House, 
recently erected in New-York city, 
may not be uninteresting to our read- 
ers. The article is taken from a 
New-York paper. 


Tue front of the building is 50 feet 
upon Nassau-street, and extends back 
30 feet, when it is contracted to the 
hreadth of 30 feet, and runs that width 
to Theatre-alley, 70 feet—making the 
whole depth from front to rear 100 feet. 
In the basement are rooms for the ac- 
commodation of the keeper and his fa- 
mily—a large cellar, and rooms for fue} 
for the various occupants of the building. 
On the first floor of the front part of the 
house is .one large room for the use of 
the Agent, and two smaller ones for the 
Secretaries and Committees; the rest of 
this floor is devoted to the general pur- 
poses of a depository for the books is- 
sued by the Society, and will hold nearly 








many years in Switzerland, where, with 
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60,000 Bibles and Testaments. On the 
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second story, in front, is the room ap.- | 


pointed to the use of the Managers. | 
This occupies the entire front of the | 
house, and is 50 by 30 feet, including | 


the walls, and 16 feet in height, and is | 
most splendidly finished. The rear is | 
divided into two rooms for the use of | 
the binders, as is the corresponding | 
room in the third story—the front, of | 
both being taken up by the Managers’ | 
room. The third story of the front, and | 
the fourth story of the rear, are occupi- | 
ed by the printer. There are twelve | 
presses in the office, six of which are | 
devoted to the Society’s service, and as | 
many more are to be employed as| 
they may require. The foundation of, 
this building has been laid, and the edi- | 
fice completed, since last spring; and | 
though the cost of the house and the | 
ground has exceeded twenty thousand | 
dollars, no part of the amount is to be | 
taken from the ordinary funds of the 
Society. A considerable portion of the 
money has been raised by subscription, 
and principally from individuals in this 
city. The residue has been raised by a 
loan ; and we hope we are not too san- 
gfuine when we express our expectation, 
that it will be repaid by further contri- 
butions from the liberal and benevolent, 
who regard the objects of the Society 
as worthy the patronage and support of 
9 Christian community. 
—_ 
ENCOURAGE YOUR PASTOR, 
Laxnovr to animate and encourage 
your pastor, because there are many 
things in his work, which will be likely 
to produce discouragement. One source 
of trial is the inaptitude of his hearers 
to receive their allotted portion. How- 
ever careful he may have been in right- 
ly dividing the word, he is distressed to 
see that, when dealt out, it is not re. | 
ceived according to his intentions. If| 
he attempt to show the danger and evil | 
of sin, the fair and self-complaisant mo- | 
ralist «scapes unhurt, because in his eye | 





t 


| long to any but monsters in wickedness, 
If he, to heal the bruised reed and to in. 
flame the smoking flax, bring forward 
the richest and the most encouraging 
promises, these feeble babes refuse them 
all, because they are too good to be 
given to such poor dogs as they are, 
who hardly dare to pick up the crumbs 
| that fall from their Master’s table, while 
| the false professor is fed and built up in 
his delusion. If he bring into the house 
of God an examining light, with a de- 
sign to hunt out the lurking hypocrite, 
the poor timid children of God are 
frightened and begin to cry. Alas ! say 
one, and another, I am found out—f am 
the one. that he has been preaching to 
all day—I have all the bad marks that 
he has brought up—my hope is destroy- 
ed, and though I have often eaten and 
drunken with the people of God, yet-E 
must be shut out of heaven at last. 
What shall I do? Shall I go back to 
the world to find happiness in my for- 
mer sins and yanities? Ah, ne; for these 
I have lost my relish. I will follow on, 
and try to keep in sight of the goodly 
tents of Jacob, that I may hear their 
songs of praise, though I am unworthy 
to enter their dwellings and to cat at 
their table. Thus, in his attempts to re- 
move every covering from the self-dee 
ceived soul, he may strip quite naked 
those fearful saints, who are ever in- 
clined to write bitter things against 
themselves. But his discouragements 
are not confined to the church. He 
must preach tosinners. He is sent to 
them to open the eyes of the blind, to 
unstop the ears of the deaf, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of satan unto God. With 
Ezekiel he must often go down into 
the midst of the valley, which is full 
of dry bones. While passing by them 
round about, he will be led to exclaim, 
“behold they are very many, and lo, 
they are very dry.” This at times 
is his congregation over which God 
bids him prophesy, saying, “O ye dry 





the picture is too highly coloured to be- | 


bones, hear the word of the Lord.” He 
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obeys the command, but all is still as 
death—no shaking and rattlirig noise is 
heard. Do you meet him coming away 
in despair from this ghastly sight, lead 
him back to his work, and assure him 
that the resurrection of these disjointed 
and scattered bones’ does not depend 
upon his power. Bid him prophesy 
again, and te?l him that while he is 





speaking you will pray to the Almighty | 


4 





wind, saying, “Come from the four, 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these | 
slain, that they may live,” and soon his | 
despair may be turned into joy at the | 


Sight of an exceeding great army. 
Chapin’s Sermon. 





Archbishop Wake, in one of his let- 
ters to the missionaries on the coast of 
Coromandel, passts this eloquent ¢ulo- 
gium upon the Missionary office : 


“ Letothers,” he writes, “indulge in 
a ministry, if not idle, certainly less la- 
borious, among Christians at home. 
Let them enjoy, in the bosom of the 
church, titles and 


‘without honour and without danger. 


Your praise it will be, (a praise .of end- | 


less duration on earth, and followed by 
@ just recompense in heaven,) to have 
Taboured in the vineyard which your- 
selves have planted; to have declared 
the name of Christ where it was not 
Rnown before; and through much peril 
and difficulty, to have converted to the 
faitli those among whom ye afterwards 
fulfilled your ministry. Your prdévince, 
therefore, brethren, your office, I place 
Before all dignities in the church. Let 
cthers be pontiffs, patziarchs, or popes ; 
let them glitter in purple, im scarlet, or 
in gold ; let them seck the adimuration 
of the wondering multitude, and re- 
ceive obcisance on the bended knee. 
Ye have acquired a better name than 
they, and a more sacred fame. Ani! 
when that day shall arrive when the 
chief Shepherd shalt give to every m 

according to his work, a greater rew: 

SNall be adjudged to you. Admitteu 
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honours obtained | 
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into the glorious society of the prophets, 
evangelists, and aposties, ye with them 
shall shine, like the sun among the 
lesser stars, in the kingdom of your Fa- 
ther, for ever.” 


i 


REVIVALS, (Fé. 





MAINE. 


An interesting revival has lately com 
menced in Castine ; and it is hoped a 
feeble church, which a short time sinde 
separated from the Unitarian Society, 
will soon be enabled to enjoy the sincere 
milk of the preached word. 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


In Amherst Institution, nineteen have 
nopefully become subjects of grace.— 
Only about as many more remain impe- 
nitent, most of whom are anxious. The 
work is extending into the academy and 
town. Williams College is sharing in 
the same good work. 

In Heath, ninety have united with 
the church, many of whom are heads of 
N. 8. E. and W. Hampton, 
cowe,; Hadley, and other towns in the 
vicinity, are experiencing the blessed 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 

in Monson, there has recently been 
an extensive revival. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

We have recently received informa- 
tion, that, in Northampton, thirty are 
‘eckoned subjects of a very interesting’ 
work lately commenced there. 

Several other places in this state, are 
aaring largely in the special nfuences 
if the Spirit. 
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«*, Tar Procecdings of the GrNERrar 
NVENTION, now in session, with the 
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POETRY. 


PSALM XIX. 
By James Montgomery. 

Tuy glory, Lord, the heavens declare, 
The firmament displays thy skill ; 
The changing clouds, the viewless air, 
Tempest and calm thy word fulfil ; 

Day unto day doth utter speech, 
And night to night thy knowledge 
teach. 


Though voice nor sound inform the ear, 
Well-known the langusge of their 
song; 
When one by one the stars appear, 
Led by the silent moon along ; 


» Till round the earth, from all the sky, 


Thy beauty beams on every eye. 


Waked from thy touch, the morning sun 
Comes like a bridegroom from his 
bower, 
And, like a giant, glad to run 
His bright career with speed and 
power; 
—Thy flaming messenger, to dart 
Life through the depth of Nature’s 
heart. 


While these transporting visions shine 
Along the path of Providence, 
Glory eternal, joy divine, 
Thy word reveals, transcending sense ; 
—My soul thy goodness longs to see, 
Thy love to man, thy love to me. 


a 


PSALM CVII. 


‘Tarr that toil upon the deep, 


And in vessels light and frail, 
@’er the mighty waters sweep 
- With the billow and the gale,— 


Mark what wonders God performs, 
When he speaks, and, unconfined, 
Rush to battle ali his storms 
Jn the chariot of the wind. 








Up to heaven their bark is wiurld, 
On the mountain of the wave ; 
Down as suddenly ’tis hurl’d 
To the abysses of the grave. 


To and fro they reel, they roll, 
As intoxicate with wine ; 
Terrors paralyze their soul, 
Helm they quit, and hope resign, 


Then unto the Lord they cry, 
He inclines a gracious ear, 
Sends deliverance from on high, 
Rescues them from all their fear 


Calm and smooth the surges flow, 
And, where deadly lightning ran 
God’s own reconciling bow 
Metes the ocean with a span. 


O that men would praise the Lord. 
For his goodfiess to their race : 
For the wonders of his word, 
And the riches of his grace! 





PSALM CXXXII. 


Gop in his temple let us mect, 
Low on your knees before Him bend: 
Here hath He fix’d his mercy-seat, 
Here on his Sabbath we attend. 


Arise into thy resting place, 
Thou, and thine ark of strength, C 
Lord ; 
Shine through the veil, we seek thy 
face ; 
" Speak, for we hearken to thy word. 


With righteousness thy priests array ; 
Joyful thy chosen people be ; 
Let those who teach, and those whé 
pray; 
Let all—be holiness to Thee 


: eae: 

























